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Seven great day trips from Los Angeles
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Part of the reason Los Angeles is such a tourist
draw is that there's so much to do so close by.
Within a couple hours' drive are stunning coastal
scenery, two (count 'em) wine-making regions,
skiing, hiking, history, seasonal wildflowers, culture
and kitsch. Here are just some of the best day
trips, so fill up and get going.
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Coastal scenery

From Malibu to Manhattan Beach, Los Angeles County’s west coast is a
big-time beacon for beach-lovers. But did you know there’s an entirely
different experience on LA County’s south-facing coast? It's so little-
visited you'll forget you're in the United States’ second-largest

metropolis.

Take the 110 Freeway all the way to the port of San Pedro where, a few
miles west, the cliffs of Point Fermin Park offer inspirational coastal
views all the way to Orange County to the left and Catalina Island to the
right. Nearby are its lighthouse, the Korean Friendship Bell and the
vintage 1940s bar, Walker’s Cafe, worth a visit to hobnob with bikers
and other assorted characters. The Fort MacArthur Military Museum, a
decommissioned WWII defensive post, has some history galleries and
plenty of secret tunnels and bunkers for rambling and scrambling. Or if
you prefer nature without the military history, try White Point Nature
Preserve and White Point-Royal Palms State Beach.

Then continue west on a rewarding drive through Palos Verdes, past

multi-million-dollar homes and bajillion-dollar ocean panoramas. Your
destination: the lavish Terranea Resort and a sunset cocktail

overlooking the Pacific.




