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Beautiful, Secret Stand-ins for 9 of
America’'s Most Crowded Beaches
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You know what to expect when you go to a beach that everyone raves about. After all, the good times have been well-
documented on Instagram, the Travel Channel and elsewhere. And while, sure the water might be gorgeous and there
might be some cool water sports, great places to eat or other amenities that make it worth a visit there is often times, not
S0 far away, another beach that's just as nice—or even better—without all the blanket-to-blanket crowds. So on your next
vacation, leave the beach-going masses behind and find a piece of paradise with a bit more peace. There's something to
be said for swimming against the tide. Here are some worthy alternatives to America's most popular beaches.
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Huntington Beach, California vs. Portuguese Bend Beach

Huntington Beach is more than eight miles of beach and is nicknamed Surf City, but the surfs up, too, at Portuguese Bend
Beach in Rancho Palos Verdes. As soon as the sun is up, surfers are riding the waves. Many get their fix and then go to
‘work. Diehards who slept in hit the shore in the evening. Pretty much everybody surfs. You don't have to be a pro though:
The waves at times can be gentle enough for rookies to try and bust a move. Don't be surprised if you decide you want to
hang around. If you do, treat yourself to the luxurious Terranea Resort for excellent cuisine, golf and spa.





