Los Angeles Times Online
October 7, 2019
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2019-10-07/hotels-panic-buttons-security-devices-protect-workers-sexual-harassment


[image: Image result for los angeles times logo]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
Slos Angeles Times




image2.png
More than 5,000 hotels add security devices to protect
workers from sexual harassment
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More than 5,000 U.S. hotels and resorts have begun offering employees security
devices and training to help prevent sexual harassment — a problem that has gained
prominence with the #MeToo movement and has been targeted by union leaders in

Southern California.
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The 39 companies range in size from Indiana-based Schahet Hotels, with 10
properties, to Interstate Hotels & Resorts, a Virginia-based group with 605 hotels and
resorts.

The problem of sexual harassment of hotel workers gained prominence in Southern
California after Sandra Pezqueda, a dishwasher working for a temporary staffing
agency at the ritzy Terranea Resort in Rancho Palos Verdes, filed a lawsuit claiming
she was fired for complaining about sexual harassment by her supervisor. Pezqueda
was among several women named “Persons of the Year” by Time magazine in 2017
for helping start the #MeToo movement.

Pezqueda settled the lawsuit against the temp agency for $250,000. Terranea was

dismissed from the suit without paying her anything.

Terranea was among the 39 hospitality companies that joined Marriott, Hyatt and

other hotels with a promise to provide safety devices and training.




