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The Best Weekend Trips
From Los Angeles
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Los Angelenos like to point out how easy it is to
get out of the city and into a totally different
environment. "You can be on the beach in the
morning and skiing in the mountains the same
afternoon;” or something similar is often heard.
And it true.

Freeways, trains, and even boats or helicopters
can transport us miles away for a complete
change of scenery — and then back to Los
Angeles by Monday morning. (Or maybe
Tuesday — if you can manage to stretch out the

weekend a bit and avoid that dreaded first day of the week.)

Just a few hours north or south, wine growing regions offer tastings, tours, vineyard views, and
inviting inns. You can leave the mainland for an island escape and hike up grassy hills to see a herd of
bison, or bask in the desert sun during the day and party on the Las Vegas strip at night. Beaches,
rocky shores, hiking trails, spas, and entertainment are all there for those looking for a rejuvenating

getaway.

We've put together some ideas for Los Angelenos who are craving a weekend escape — but these
ideas will work just as well for visitors who have time for a side trip.
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Rancho Palos Verdes

Atrip to Rancho Palos Verdes, set on
apeninsula in the South Bay area,
makes for a relaxing weekend
getaway that's almost like a LA
staycation. Less than two hours from
downtown LA — even with traffic —
the ocean breeze and rocky cliff
views are instant stress reducers.

Astop at the Point Vicente
Interpretive Center, with its lighthouse
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overlooking the sea, makes for a good start. Stroll along the nearby trails, watch the sunset, or visit the whaling
museum to learn a bit about the peninsula's history. While you're there, you may spot a pod of dolphins, and
from December to May, Pacific gray whales pass by during their annual migration.

The Wayfarers Chapel, or “Glass Church; just up the road was designed by Lloyd Wright, son of Frank Lloyd
Wright. Surrounded by redwoods and high above the ocean, it's a popular wedding venue and definitely worth a

visit.

In Rancho Palos Verdes the ideal weekend retreat may be Terranea, which offers everything needed for a
relaxing escape. The property has bungalows and secluded villas and a spa with its own pool, restaurant,
fitness center, boutique, and salon overlooking the Pacific Ocean.




